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Seminary Mission Statement 

The mission of the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the 

Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

Workshop Purpose, Core Value Focus, and Curriculum Competencies 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual 

Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership. This workshop 

addresses Servant Leadership by helping each student understand and engage Muslims with the 

biblical concept of God in contrast to the Islamic doctrine of God.  

Workshop Description 

This workshop is conducted within the context of the Defend the Faith special event of the 

NOBTS Institute of Christian Apologetics. The student will be exposed to historical, theological 

and apologetic realities in the contrasts and compatibilities of Christian and Islamic doctrines. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completion of the workshop the student will: 

∙ Be familiar with the major historical and contemporary facets of Christian and Muslim 

views of God. 

∙ Be competent to discuss major trends of changes in the presentation of the doctrine 

within the two faith communities. 

∙ Appreciate differences between Islamic and Christian doctrines of God. 

∙ Be better equipped to engage in respectful Christian apologetics with Muslims based on 

the doctrine of God.  

Course Teaching Methods 

The course will involve the following methodologies: 

∙ Students will attend or listen to all sessions of the DTF 2018 conference. 

- Students will read texts and view videos from Christian and Muslim thinkers on the 



Doctrine of God.  

- Students will conduct guided research on an aspect of the comparison of Christian and 

Islamic doctrines of God. 

Textbooks 

 Bloesch, Donald G. God the Almighty Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP Academic, 1995 

 George, Timothy Is the Father of Jesus the God of Muhammad? Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Zondervan, 2002. 

 Aslan, Reza No god but God  New York, New York: Random House, 2006. 

 http://www.allah.org   

 http://www.islamreligion.com/articles/195/ 

Requirements 

1.  Research Project         : 30%  

Each student will research a selected topic. No two students will be allowed to research the same 

topic (see suggested topic below). 

A.  The 1-page proposal due on Jan 10, 2018 must contain the following: 

 Student name, course number and date. 

 Subject to be researched and proposed title. 

 One sentence thesis (What are you trying to investigate? What is your theory or 

hypothesis?) 

 One paragraph rationale (Why is this interesting to you? What sources exist for 

this research?) 

 

B. The research paper will be Turabian formatted and consist of a maximum of 5,000 

words (20 pages), not including cover page and bibliography. 

Topics such as the following will be considered: 

1. A Comparison of Islamic and Christian Monotheism 

 

2. The difference between biblical and qur’anic roles of God as (complete with one of the 

following) 

a. Creator of all things spiritual and material 

b. Lord of all in history and eternity 

c. Judge of all  

 

3. The relationship between deity, spirit, and matter in Christianity and Islam. 

 

4. The difference in the means and content of special revelation between the Christian 

and Islamic concept of deity. 

http://www.allah.org/


5. Is God knowable in Islam? Is the answer different in various Islamic communities (ie 

Sunni, Shi’a, Sufi, etc.). 

6. The comparable content between the Christian and Islamic conception of deity as seen 

in special revelation. 

7. Human creation and the God of Christianity and Islam. 

8. The reality of God in Christianity and Islam in relationship with Adamic Sin, sin 

nature of humans, and sins. 

9. How does the God of Christianity and Islam respond to human need and sin? Compare 

and contrast. 

10. How does the day of judgement work within Christianity and Islam? How does God 

judge persons and angels?  

 

Grading rubric for research papers: 

Content 40%  

  Coherent and Concise (15%) 

  Clearly organized structure of thought (25%) 

Sources 40%  

  Breadth of research (20%) 

 Selection of scholars to be quoted in the paper (are they representative of the 

 religion?) (20%) 

Style and Form 20% 

  Word choice and polish (10%) 

  Turabian formatting, but be consistent (10%) 

 

2. Attendance in person of all sessions led by Drs Bridger and Edens.   :15% 

Roll will be available for each session. It is the responsibility of enrolled students to check 

attendance.  

3. Interact with the discussion topics in the black board shell.     :10% 

Postings should reflect reading of required text and will be evaluated by the Professor.   

4.  Listening to all sessions of DTF 2018 through web provided resources.   :  5% 

5. Combined Book Review (3 Required Texts)     : 15% 

Students will write a maximum 2,500 word (10 page) book review including the 3 

required texts of the class. Spend around 500 words (2 pages) per book, followed by 1000 

words (4 pages) of synthesis and personal interaction with the topic of “The Doctrine of 

God in Christianity and Islam”. 

 



6. Review of videos or Summary of a Muslim interview    : 20% 

 Students may either review the 6 English sub-titled videos of Arabic speaking Christians 

and Muslims with a ½ page review of each or write a 2-3 page verbatim or summary of 

an interview with a Muslim Cleric concerning his view of God. (If possible Friday after 

the conference Dr. Edens will lead a “field trip” to a local Mosque and lead an interview 

with the Islamic leader on the Islamic doctrine of God. This opportunity will be explored 

on Tuesday in a discussion with students. This interview, should it happen, can serve for 

this assignment.) 

7.  Baptist Faith & Message Reflection paper        :  5% 

Students will write a one-page reflection paper on Article Two: God, in The Baptist Faith 

and Message 2000. 

 

NOTE: All deadlines are firm. Missed deadlines will result in 1 lost point per day after the 

assigned date. Submit all assignments by email in MS Word format, double spaced and 

formatted as per the NOBTS style guide at 

http://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/turabiantutor.pdf  

  

Schedule of Events: 

 Jan 10   Research Proposal Due (Requirement 1A) 

 Jan 15   BF&M Reflection Paper due (Requirement 7) 

 Jan 29   Book Review Paper Due (Requirement 5)  

 March 12   Research Project Due (Requirement 1B) 

 Jan 10   Review of Videos or Summary of Interview (Requirement 6) 

 Jan 12   Attendance in Bridger and Edens sessions (Requirement 2) 

 Jan 29   Interaction with BlackBoard Shell discussion (Requirement 3)  

 Feb 26   Listen to all DTF 2018 sessions (Requirement 4) 

 

http://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/turabiantutor.pdf
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